
Küss, Wolfgang, 11 key bassoon; KüssW4-O-Edinburgh150  
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Bassoon measured 1 June 2023 
 
11 Keys: Ab (on large bore), 2 wing keys [reversed,  

lowest key opens highest vent hole], 
F# on wing [second finger left hand]  
F#, C# (right thumb), Bb [right 3rd finger] both on boot 
Low Eb left little finger  

No; Swallowtail F key touch 
No; Two-piece saddle on F key flap and touch 
Yes; Two-hole boot joint system 
No; Military bell 
Yes; very slight Bell flare 
No; Bell crown 
No; Bell chamber 
No; Tone hole on bell 
Yes; Platform on long joint 
Dated; No 
 
Notes: 1. Made from maple 
 2. The shafts of the Keys in channels with pins, and the channel are  

lined with brass [sides and bottom] 
 3. The two wing keys in channels with pins  



 4. On the wing, lowest key opens highest vent hole 
 5. It appears that a tuning slide has been removed,  

or the top of the wing is the brass sleeve of the tuning slide 
 6. There is a white insert in the low D tone hole [closed by left thumb] 
 7. No rounded tone hole surfaces 
 8. On Küss3 and 4, wing tone holes not drilled into center of bore. 
  Did Küss do this on purpose? Boot finger holes on boot drilled  

into center of bore 
 
Standing Height; Bell, long joint, boot  127.5cm 
     [measured with boot cap on] 
Wing and boot      89.5cm 
 
Stamps only found on boot [not found on wing, long joint, or bell] 
 
Measurements not included on Data file 
Ab tone hole     9.6mm diameter 
[Large bore of boot]   371mm from boot joint socket 
     13.7mm length 
 
Eb tone hole     4.3mm diameter. 
[Wing joint]]    359mm from top of wing joint vrfd large 
     15.4mm length  
     Drilled straight down into wing bore 
 
F# tone hole     7.8mm diameter 
[Large bore of boot]   263mm from boot socket 

19mm length  
Drilled over toward large boot bore 

 
C# tone hole     7.6mm diameter. 
[Small bore of boot]   42mm from top of small boot bore 
     19.0mm length  
     Drilled over to small bore side 
 
Bb tone hole on Boot  6.8mm diameter. 
[Small bore of boot]   227mm from top of small boot bore 
     28.0mm length  
     Drilled over toward small bore side 
 
Low Eb tone hole    8.2mm diameter  
[left little finger]   119mm from small long joint tenon 
     5.0mm length vrfd small 
 
Undercutting on long joint  Yes, in long joint,  

a great deal on low C tone hole   



 
Boot joint small socket depth 37.8mm   
Boot joint large socket depth 44.2mm 
    
Cronin Measurement    327mm 
 
Wing thickness across E [II] tone hole   44.2mm vrfd  
 


