
Sax, Charles Joseph, 7 key bassoon; SaxCJ2-O-BrusMIM2625no bell 
Complete Project Title: SaxCJ2-O-BrusMIM2625no bell-Wg1-WOB-DNM 
Charles Joseph Sax, Brussels/Paris (1790-1865) 
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Location: Musée des instruments de musique (MIM), Brussels, Belgium 
Measured 23 May 2018, 18 Feb 2019, 2 Nov 2022, 14 Feb 2024 
 
7 Key: Ab (on large bore), Eb left thumb, F#, 1 wing key 
No; Swallowtail F key touch 
No; Two-piece saddle on F key flap and touch 
No; Two-hole boot joint system 
No; Military bell 
No; Bell flare 
No; Bell crown 
No; Bell chamber 
No; Tone hole on bell 
Yes; Table on long joint 
No; Date; stamped "Facr du Roi" 



  
Notes:  1. All keys in brass saddles 

  2. Ab, F# and Bb tone hole seats rounded as in modern basn.  
  [not flat as normal on period bassoons] 
 3. Has a clamp on long joint, maybe for music lyre 

  4. Thick bell, but mostly normal in dimensions 
  5. A well-built, sturdy bassoon 
 
Standing Height; Bell, long joint, boot, without Bell 98.2cm  
  SaxCJ1 & SaxCJ3 bell is 330mm 
Wing and boot       92.3cm 
 [measured with boot cap removed] 
Stamps: Boot, long joint [No Bell] 
 
Measurements not included on Data file 
Ab tone hole [on large side] 10.0mm diameter 
     368 from boot socket 
     15.0mm length 
     Drilled down toward bottom  

and over toward large bore  
    
Eb tone hole    9.2mm diameter 
     118mm from small long joint tenon 
     5.0mm length 
 
F# tone hole    7.7mm diameter 
     290mm from boot socket 
     20mm length 
 
Undercutting on long joint  Yes in long joint 
 
Boot joint small socket depth 50.5 mm   
Boot joint large socket depth 47.5 mm 
       
Cronin Meas.    338 mm  
 
Wing thickness across E [II] tone hole   40.3mm 
Maximum thickness of boot at C [IV] tone hole 49.3mm 
 
Thread sizes: Screws; M2.5 x 0.45, and M3 x 0.50 
 
 
 


